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Abstract Two new species of Saliocleta (Notodontidae) are described from Myanmar and 
Vietnam: S. yazakii sp. nov. and S. languida sp. nov. A new combination, Saliocleta armata 
(Kiriakoff, 1974), is proposed for Ceira armata Kiriakoff, 1974. 
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Acronym. NSMT: National Science Museum, Tokyo. 
BMNH: The Natural History Museum, London. 


Ceria postica Moore, 1879 was described from Darjeeling, West Bengal, NE India. 
Schintlmeister and Fang (2001) illustrated the holotype of C. postica, transferring it to the 
genus Saliocleta Walker, 1863 (type species: Saliocleta nonagrioides Walker, 1862). Wu 
and Fang (2003) illustrated the genitalia of S. postica based on a specimen from Yunnan. 
We have found an interesting specimen from Myanmar, collected by Mr K. Yazaki, which 
is very similar to Ceira postica Moore. We follow their placement in Saliocleta, and 
describe the Myanmar specimen as a new species, Saliocleta yazakii sp. nov. Apart from 
this, we have found another Saliocleta specimen from Vietnam in the NSMT collection, 
which is also similar to S. postica and S. yazakii, but specifically separable. We describe 
this moth, also new to science, as Saliocleta languida sp. nov. In addition, the Sumatran 
species, Ceira armata Kiriakoff, 1974, is very similar to these three species in genitalia 
structure and external appearance, and we therefore propose the following new 
combination: Saliocleta armata, comb. nov. 


Kiriakoff (1962) erected the monobasic subgenus Biraia under the genus Bireta basing it on 
the type species Ceira postica Moore, 1879. He later upgraded the subgenus Biraia to 
generic rank (Kiriakoff, 1968). Nakamura (1974) indicated that the genitalia Kiriakoff (1962, 
1968) had illustrated were actually not those of Ceira postica Moore, 1879, but those of 
Ceira junctura Moore, 1879; our investigations show that this statement is correct. 


Figs 1-2. Saliocleta spp. 1. S. yazakii sp. nov. Holotype, 4. 2. S. languida sp. nov. Holotype, &. 
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Schintlmeister (1992) synonymised Biraia as a junior synonym of Torigea Matsumura, 1934, 
and proposed a new combination, Torigea junctura (Moore, 1879). This synonym is not 
recorded on the home page of the generic data bank of Lepidoptera on the BMNH website, 
so we mention it here in order to promote awareness of it. 


This study is partly supported by the Grants-in-aid Nos 1375015, 09041167, 06041116, 
01041099, 56041060 and 404101 for Field Research of the Monbusho International 
Scientific Research Program, Japan. 


Saliocleta yazakii Kobayashi and Kishida, sp. nov. (Fig. 1) 


Male (Fig. 1). Wing span 35 mm. Forewing length 18 mm. Antenna lamellate with bristles. 
Labial palpi pale yellow, long, extending to the base of the antenna. Thorax straw-yellow. 
Forewing ground color straw-yellow, speckled brown. Dark brown fleck near tornus. 
Brown line running from apex to base, not angled at M, but rather smooth. Subterminal line 
with brown minute dot in every cell, not conspicuously black as in S. postica. Hindwing 
pale yellow, slightly deeper near inner side. 


Male genitalia (Fig. 3). Uncus with apex round, flaps extending proximally to both sides 
caudad. When uncus is flattened in preparation it assumes the shape of a cap or a bell. Socii 
rod-like, elbowed near base. Valva simple with flat cucullus. Dorsal part of the juxta cap- 
like in ventral view. Aedeagus short, hooked. Vesica with a small diverticulum at distal end. 
Cornuti consisting of a line of several thorns. 


The caudal part of the 8th sternite is made up with an arch in the distal part and thumb-like 
processes protruding inwards in the middle, giveng the appearance of thumbs and finger-tips 
of both hands touching. The caudal margin of the 8th tergite is shaped like a wide shallow 
V, with a narrow central sclerotization. 


Holotype. 4, Myanmar, Kachin, Putao, Machanbow, 500 m, 13-14. vi. 1998, K. Yazaki leg. 
Genitalia slide No. HK855. 


S. yazakii and S. postica are alike in the hindwing color, pale yellow. The simplest point for 
diagnosis is that S. postica has three distinct black dots on the subterminal line near the apex, 
which are lacking in S. yazakii. The difference of the distal-end shape of the aedeagus is 
also a good point for diagnosis. 


Etymology. Mr Katsumi Yazaki captured the holotype during his collecting trip in 
Myanmar. The species name is dedicated to the great effort of Mr Yazaki. 


Saliocleta languida Kobayashi and Kishida, sp. nov. (Fig. 2) 


Male (Fig. 2). Wing span 35 mm. Forewing length 18 mm. Antenna lamellate with bristles. 
Palpi pale yellow, extending to the base of the antenna. Thorax fuscous yellow. Forewing 
ground color yellow, speckled brown, darker than S. yazakii. Dark brown fleck near tornus. 
Brown line running from apex to base, but faint from M,, along Cu to the base. Subterminal 
line with black dot in every cell. Postmedial line with brown dot in every cell. Hindwing 
orange. 


Male genitalia (Fig. 4). Uncus with round apex, flaps extending proximally to both sides 
caudad. When uncus is flattened in preparation, it assumes the shape of a bell, slenderer 
than in S. yazakii. Socii slenderer than in S. yazakii, rod-like, elbowed near base. Valva 
simple with round cucullus. Juxta water-drop like. Aedeagus straight, longer than that of 
S. yazakii, with end slightly protruding ventrad. Vesica with a line of several thorns weaker 
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Figs 3-4. Male genitalia of Saliocleta spp. 3. S. yazakii sp. nov. Holotype. 4. S. languida sp. nov. 
Holotype. (a: aedeagus, b: 8th sternite and 8th tergite). 
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than in S. yazakii. 


The 8th sternite is similar to that of S. yazakii, but the small process at middle, which we 
term the thumb, is located farther from the caudal end compared to S. yazakii. The 8th 
tergite has a central Y-shaped part and weakly sclerotized fragment on both sides. 


Holotype. #, Vietnam, Lam Dong, Bao Loc, 800 m, 10-17. x. 1999, K. Suzuki leg. 
Genitalia slide No. HK854. 


S. languida has the oblique line from apex to base faint along the discoidal cell to the base, 
which separates it well from the other three. It has deep yellow hindwings and this color 
easily separates this species from S. yazakii and S. postica, and also S. armata from Sumatra. 
The specimen from Borneo which Holloway (1983) illustrated as Ceira armata has the 
hindwing color deep yellow like S. languida. The oblique line of the forewing is diagnostic 
as stated above. The 8th sternite and tergite of S. languida and S. yazakii are conspicuously 
different. 


Etymology. The brown line running from apex to base is reduced to a faint line from 
discoidal-cell to base, and is diagnostic. Languida means faint, and is an adjective in the 
feminine gender, nominative singular. 


Saliocleta armata (Kiriakoff, 1974), comb. nov. 


Ceira armata Kiriakoff, 1974: 383, pl. 2, fig. 1, text-fig. 7; Holloway, 1983: 44, figs 42, 42a ( 3 genitalia), pl. 
4, fig. 4 (imago); Bender, 1985: 46, pl. 4, fig. 18. 


The type locality of S. armata is Sumatra. The genitalia are clearly different from those of 
Ceira metaphaea Walker, the type species of the genus Ceira, which was synonymized with 
Armiana by Schintlmeister (2003). The external appearance and genitalic structure of C. 
armata are basically similar to S. postica and the two new species described here. We 
therefore include it in the genus Saliocleta. The hindwing color is pale yellow as in S. 
yazakii, but genitalic features differ in that, according to Kiriakoff (1974), in S. armata, the 
distal portion of the valva is narrowly extended and the hook of the aedeagus at the distal 
end is beaked. 


Holloway (1983) illustrated a specimen from Borneo as Ceira armata, which has the 
hindwing color deep yellow like S. languida. The shape of the distal portion of the valva is 
pointed and the spine at the end of the aedeagus is thin and pointed. These features are 
slightly different from the original description of Ceira armata Kiriakoff, 1974 and 
noticeably different from S. languida, S. yazakii and S. postica. 
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ii = 


SVU VO ENF AMS Saliocleta ¥ 2 HO FR OEA + ee HABE) 


3 xy YY — 2b Saliocleta yazakii sp. nov., N h F AÒ Saliocleta languida sp. nov. LRL, AY F 
F > > ALE S 172 Ceira armata Kiriakoff, 1974 & Saliocleta ~$ L T Saliocleta armata (Kiriakoff, 1974), 
comb. nov. & LZ. 


2H MIS SY —-— LY vy 2.6 RLS NZ Ceira postica Moore, 1879 & [ARCH 2. Kiriakoff (1968) tk Ceira 
postica % J& Biraia NANTA. LBL, COINS MZ genitalia (4 ÆR tk Ceira junctura Moore, 
1879 CH o 72 (Nakamura, 1974). Schintlmeister & Fang (2001) tł Ceira postica O holotype * BARIL 
TZN SalioclettaNBeoAELTWA. Er, Wu & Fang (2003) (SAR SNTW34ABBOS. postica D 
genitalia (4, JR RYO 2 FH U Ceira armata Kiriakoff, 1974 O genitalia & ÆRE EDE CC, ONeNA 
X 4 fsb 5 Dic CHA. 2215 ld Saliocleta O type species M Saliocleta nonagrioides Walker, 1862 
EM A LIE 9 DS, HED 1c genitalia l4 E l (dv. BIT TOO CIEL CO 4APO EE E Saliocleta & L, Ceira 
armata Kiriakoff, 1974 % Saliocleta N. 


ZI AIL d WE, EK, EATA. Genitalia Tid valva Ym, fultura inferior, aedeagus 
BimOBOEY CONS 4o & OA ONA. S. languida TIRAN BADE C, $ BAR 
Db EBA S REO MAS HD DORRE TIIR BOORI CH A. S. yazakii Clk RR 
NS l RRACA CHK SN TWA, S. postica ClLBV 7K YD LK ADHRMOSNAYA. Ek, 
S. languida X S. yazakii T13% 8 AGAR, BS AMOI DHS DCHA. S. armata DRERI AV F 
5 CHAR, Holloway li RU À F DY 56 ORRE ERL TA. SN, NA, genitalia L b AY PIO 
bOLETDÈVOSS V), E7CMAMO 27 c bE. BEE EID ORME RET, S. 
postica Ẹ S. yazakii KIAT. RVAAOD b DIAA S. languida DI & RETE OM, PROM 
FP OBRME CD KULTWARCKH TŠ A. 
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